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Abstract 

Vo l. IV, Issue 6, Maffh 2021 

With the independence there has been a growing conceni about reducing inequality, poverty, hunger, 
ma lnutrition, unemployment, ill iteracy, agrarian and labour unrest, imbal,1nced regional development etc. 
Since I.1st some decades (specially 1990s onward) there h,1s also been a growing focus on reducing comaption 
and to protect environment and promote well-being of all . Many rules and regulations have been made and 
amended such as: economic reforms, administrative refo rms, poverty eradication programmes, anti
corruption laws, RTI Act, e-governance initiatives, environment protection laws, literacy programmes, labour 
L1ws, employment guarantee, etc. and there has a continuous focus on to evolve a society based on equity 
and justice (socio-economic and political). All these changes show that the focus has been shifted from the 
model of economi.c growth only to the new model of sustainable development. Despite many new changes, 
the question on how to achieve sustainable development goals still remains. Good governance is one of the 
most recognized tools to cope with sustainable development agenda. 

This article gives an overview on the issue of sustainable development and highlights the links between 
the concept of good governance and he terogonous dimensions of sustainable development. The article also 
outlines tJ,e selected Indicators of good governance and challenges & strategy for sustainable development. 
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lntroouction 
Despite the many refonns and good economic growth in the era of LPG model, the first round of the 

neoliberal refonns failed to reduce the inequality and poverty, which led to socio-economic and political 
unsteadiness. In 2015, the United Nations launched the sustainable development agenda (which is known 
as the SOCs 2030 agenda) which replaced the millennium development agenda that was launched in 2000. 
Many strategies, tools, and recommendations have been suggested to achieve these goals. 

There are many challenges facing in lenns of sustainable development like corruption, h igh unemployment 
rate, widespread inequality & poverty, poor health and environmental degradation, etc. In this regard, the 
new paradigm based on good govemance is the new strategy that emphasizes the role of state In the economy 
where the joint participation of stat.e and non-state actors, civil society and private sector etc. is essenti.11 
in the process of public govemance. 

Basic Conrept of Good Governance 

Governance is a neu tral tenn while good govern.111ce implies positive attributes and values associated 
with the quality of governance. It is very dynamic concept which involves much subjectivity in defining the 
aspects of good govemance. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in its 1997 report, defined good governance as 
"IJ1e exercise of politkal, economic and administrative autJ1ority In the management of a country's affairs 
at all levels" and recognized eight core characteristics of it: 
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I . PMticlpatosy. Direct o r indirect part icipation o r all sections or society is cornersto ne o r good 
govemance. Tl,is participation needs IO be infonned and organized which includes freedom of 
association and expression as well as an o rganized civil society. 

l. Rule of L.1w: Just and legal framewo rks are the obligalion to the rule of law which ensu res the fair 
implementation of the decisions. An impartial and u ncorrupl police force and an independent and 
fair judiciary are a must for the rule of law. 

3. Transp.ittncy: The decisions taken and their enforcement follow rules and regul.1tions and all the 
information to be available to those who will be affected by such decisions. 

, . Accountability: In general, the organizations and Institutions are accountable to those who are 
a rfected by their decisions. This accountability cannot be enforced without transparency and rule of 
law. 

5. Responsiveness: To obtain a service delivery within a reasonable limeframe to all stakeholders is 
necessary for good governance. 

6. Equity Mid lnclusivmen: The well-being of any society depends on ensuring that all its members 
feel that they have a stake in the mainstream of society. 

7. Consensus Oriented: A broad consensus for setting the priorities among the whole community of 
the society, and how this can be achieved are tJw essentia l for good governance. It also requires ii 
broad and long-term perspective on what is need for sustainable human development and how lo 
achieve the goals of such developments. 

8. Effective Mid Efficient The process and institutions produce results into the opt imum use of natural 
resources to fu lfill the needs for sustainable development. It rovers the protection of the environment 
for the future generations. 

The stakeholders of governance al national level can be c,1legorized into three broad categories- State, 
Market and Civil Society. 
Buie Conrept of Su1t.iinn>le Development 

Sust.1inable development (SD) is ii concept that has been developed, shaped and transfonned over the 
years, however ii became a topic of discussion at international level after the publication of Brundlland report 
in 1987 entitled 'Our Common Future' by the United Nations. II defuws SD as: • development that meets 
the needs o f the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 

Tile principles of SD include; 
• Promotion of good govem.1nce 
• St.1ble and long term economic growth 
• Reduction of regional d ifferences and p roportionate and balanced socio-economic development 
• Active employment policies 
• G rowth of personal income and consumption 
• Promotion of justice (social, economic and political) 
• Environment protection for next generations and efficient usages and allocation of scarce na tural 

resou rces. 
Sustainable Development is a visionary approach towards the future. It will not be brought about by 

merely policies. II requi res the spreading of awareness of the need lo convert the natural assets for Inter
generational equity. 
Mille_nnium Decl<1ratlon of United N.ition1 

TI,e 21" century was started with a peculiar declaration for the international cooperation towards the 
poverty eradication from the globe. T1le Un ited Nations decla red 8 millennium development goals in Uw 
year 2000, to be achieved by 20 15; 
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1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve mental health 

6. Combat HIV/ AIDS, malaria and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental su.Stlin.1bilily 

8. Develop a global partnership for development. 

1lleSe goals recognized the vital link between good governance, development and human righ ts. There 
were widely accepted arguments that the governance should play a stronger role in the post 2015 development 
agenda. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDCs) 2030 
The Sust., inable Development Goals were adopted by all member states of the United Nations in 

September 2015 as a part of the resolution, 'Trans forming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development'. The SOCs were built upon the achievements of the MOCs. The 17 SDGs are; 

1. No poverty 

2. Zero hunger 

3. Good health and well-being 

4. Quality education 

5. Gender equality 

6. Clean water and sanitation 

7. Affordable and clean energy 

8. Decent work and economic growth 

9. Industry, innovation and inf'Tastructure 

10. Reduced inequality 

11 . Sustainable cities and communities 

12. Responsible consumption and production 

13. Climate action 

14. Life below water 

15. Life on land 

16. Peace, justice and strong institutions 

17. Parhierships for the goals. 

The goals are comprehensive and people centered, undividable, integrated and keep the balance between 
the three core pillars of sustainable development; society, economy and ecology. 

To achieve the srx:;s, It requires the partnership among public and private sectors, civLI society and citizens 
alike to make sure we leave a better planet for future generations. 

Challenges to Sustainable Development Un India) 

Some key challenges to SD are; 

• Pop11latio11: According to data (2020), lndi,1 is the second most populous country in the world and 
approximately 138 crore ( 17.7% of the world) people live in India. 

• In,quality: In spite of being one of the fastest growing economy in the world, India is one of the 
most unequal country. According to Oxfam data (2020), the top 10% of Indian population holds 77% 
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(the richest 1% holds 40%) of the tota l national wealth while 90% population holds onJy .23% wealth 
and 73% of the wealth generated in 2017 went to the richest 1% only. TI1 is gap is widening day by 
day and increasing inequalities affect marginalized sections (poor, lower castes, women, children etc.). 

• Pov,rty ,u,d H11,rgrr: According to Indian Government data (2019), the 6 .7% of its population lives 
in below poverty line. In Global Hunger Index (C HI 2020), India ranlced 941h out of the 107 countries. 

• Low littrncy: Th.e literacy rate of India is just 77.7% which is below the a\•erage of world Literacy 
rate of 86.48%. 

• Corruption. 
• Huge Unemployment and corruption. 
• The lack of s.1fe drinking water. 
• Disease, malnutrition and poor medical facilities. 
• Deforestation due to the development of agriculture and increasing urbaniz.ation. 
• The rising consumption of energy and petroleum. 
• Depletion of natural resources and increasing pollution. 
• COV1D19 Ptmdtmlc: It is sweeping the world and India is no exception. In India, the first wave of 

Covid outbu rst in 2020 whi le the second wave in 2021. It has been making lots of loses to the economy, 
society and hum,m lives. Poverty is increasing as well as hNlth & education Is negatively affected. 

Strategy for Sustm1able Development (In lndi~ 
India is committed to achieve I.he 17 SDGs and the 169 associated targets, which comprehens ively cover 

social, economic and environmental dimensions of development and focus on endin.g poverty in all its fonns 
and dimensions. The NITI Aayog has been assigned the role o f overseeing the implementation o f SDGs in 
lhe country at the Central Government level. 

Some key suggestions and strategies for SD are; 
• Minimize corruption and promote good governance. 

• Minimize the gap between rich and poor to make inclusive society. 
• Minimize all types of pollu tions like air, water, land, etc. 

• Promote sustainable consumption and production 
• All possible attempts to replenish renewable resources (e.g., by planting trees). 

• Judicious use of natural resources like trees and minerals (petroleum}, remembering the needs of 
future generati.ons. 

• Focus on renewable sources of energy like the Sun and the wind for energy needs. The tropical 
countries like India can easily convert Sun light into solar energy and electricity and so cre.-.te an 
atmosphere for green development. 

• Using environment friendly sources of energy like LPG, CNG, sola.r cell, etc., which are eco-friendly 
fuel and help in reducing lhe green-house gases from the Earth . Delhi Transport Corporation's 
initiative to CNG and Electric buses in Delhi is one of such effort to reduce CO2 and otltler hannful 
gases. Electric engine in Indian Railway, E-riclcshaw and electric bicycle are important initiatives by 
Government of India in this di.rection. 

• Focus on Integrated Rura.l Development Programmes (IRDP) to reduce the pressure on urban areas 
and the associated pollution. 

• Revive ethnic Indian system of irrigation and waterways. 
• Stimulate organic fa nning and recycling wastes. 

• Ensure strict watch and control with respect lo environmentaJ hazards such as happened in the Bhopal 
Gas Tragedy (1984). 

• Focus on regional level forums for regional and local development. 
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• The private sector is an important sta.keholder in the implementation of scx;s, so promote public
priv.ite partnerships (PPP). 

• To achieve Sustainable Development, any sector o f economy need to focus on; economic growth, social 
inclus.ion and environmental protection. Development in any one of these whetJ1er positive or negative 
will usua lly have a knock-on effect on the other two e lements. So, for SD, proper balance between 
economic, social and environment is essential. 

Role of Good Governance in Sustainable Development 
In relation to the implementation of the Agenda 2030, good governance will have to play a crucial role 

at every level. Good governance in principle and practice is foundationally about the process for making 
and implementing decisions . It is not only about making 'correct decisio ns' , but also about the best possible 
process for executing those decisions. The decisio n-making processes and good governance share some 
cha racteristics which are keys to the implementation o f development agenda. These characteristics have a 
positive impact on various levels and aspects of governance including; 

Consulta tion policies and practices 

Role cl.irification and good working rela tionships 

Meeting procedures 
Duty bearer conduct 

Service delivery 

n,ese characteristics would include but not be limited to only the eight characteristics of good governances 
as suggested by UNDP in 1997 which are discussed above. 

Corruption i.s one of the biggest obstacles for implementlng the agenda in poor and developing countries. 
Good governance plays a critical ro le in fighting agains t corruption. 

In the run up to the framing of new global, regional and local agreement on SD, the call for most of 
elements of good governance are found in tJ1e most advocacy and lobbying documents presented during 
the post-2015. 

Some major good governance initi.a.tlves t.iken in lndla to ensutt the sustalnable development att: 

• Decentralization and People's Participation - 73rd a nd 741h Constitutional Amendment Act-1992; Rural 
and Urban Governance. 

• Developing programs for weaker sections and backward areas; Social, Economic and Political Justice. 

• Financial management and budget sandity. 

• Citizen's Charters. 

• E-Covernance and use o f ICT tools; Digital India. 

• Transparency and Accountability me., sures; Right to Information & Social Audits. 

• Publ.ic service morale & anti corruption measu res; Whistle Blowers Protection Act. 

• Poverty Eradication Programmes. 

• Right to Education; Article 21A. 

• Ayushman Bharat Health Insurance Scheme. 

• Women empowennent program; Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, etc . 

• Environment protection laws; National Green Tribunal (NGT) Act. 

• Public-Private Partnersh ips in different sectors such as in metro, airport, railway, health, education, 
infra.structure and environment protection, etc. 

Conclus ion 
Today, a lmost every sector of Indian economy is considering U1e concept of sustainable development and 

sustainability whether it is education, health, construction, energy, petroleum, power, transportati.on, textile, 
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farming and environment etc. for all its future endeavours. The term is quietly used in Lndia and same is 
being done all ove.r the world whether it is developed or developing economy in tune with SDCs. 

Ln spite of good economic growth and open market policies, the development agenda do not seem to 
ad1ieve mudl success in the absence of good governance. 

Now, it has been determined that there is a highly significant and positive relationship between elements 
of good governance and sustainable development and it is also understood that neither can be pursued 
without other. Thus, we can say that sustainable development and good governance are two sides of the 
same coin. 

Since, the Covemment of India has taken many initiatives to strengthen t.he govemance yet many more 
initiatives ought to be taken in this direction to achieve the SOCs by 2030 and make India as a developed 
economy in true sense. 
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